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GeoBio
SUMMARY
Our lives unfold across time and
space, but we don’t often consider
the connections between our
choices and important experiences
and places of the past and future.
This activity encourages participants
to present their life story on a
map and reflect on the places and
memories that lead to their present.
GeoBios can be tailored to various
topics—career paths, biographical
stories, neighborhood-related
experiences, etc.—in order to
discuss place-based memories
and consider possible futures.
Materials
• Computers with Internet access
• Google My Maps (google.com/
mymaps), Google Earth, or another
mapping website or application
Note: Please download the
application ahead of time.
Time for entire activity
20 to 30 minutes per participant

Share your experience with us!
Discover how other teams
are using GeoConvos.
@GeoConvos #GeoConvos
Visit GeoConvos.org

GeoConvos Activity

PURPOSE
For participants
• C onnect significant life moments to the places where the moments
occurred and reflect on those connections
• P rovide an opportunity to tell a life story to themselves and
others in an interesting and unique way
• R eflect on life pathways and how those pathways might change
and lead to different possible futures
For facilitators
• G ain insight about the lives and histories of program participants
• B etter understand connections between different life pathways and
participants’ interest and engagement in programming
• C onsider how programming can contribute to the life and learning
pathways of participants

OBJECTIVES
Participants will:
• Identify specific locations on a map that connect to significant
moments in their life, educational, or professional pathways
• Investigate new technologies and share stories connected
to personal locations
• U
 se mapping technologies, such as Google Maps or Google Earth,
to tell their stories
• Reflect on key life moments and examine significant places
or stops along the way
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DIRECTIONS
1. Ask participants to sit down in front of a computer that is open to Google My Maps or
another mapping website or application.
2. Facilitators should prepare participants by reading the following:
Prompt 1
Close your eyes, and trace a path through your life that starts here in this moment and
goes back in time through key memories, engaging experiences, or powerful learning
opportunities that connect to the things you are doing now. As you think about these
moments, place them in time in space: when and where did they occur? Perhaps there are
moments from high school, middle school, or elementary school, or moments from your
childhood with family and friends. Maybe there are moments from early in your career—first
jobs or conversations with colleagues, supervisors, or friends—or from college or graduate
school. Maybe there are moments of learning in cultural institutions or at museums.
Moments you spent alone or with friends, family, colleagues, teachers, or professional
mentors. Your moments might also be mobile—a drive you took once or several times
or a path you walked in the woods from time to time. Okay, now open your eyes.
3. Facilitators should guide participants through the GeoBio activity by reading the following:
Prompt 2
You just spent time reflecting on key moments in your life—moments that seem connected
to your current experience. Choose at least four to plot on this map. Use the marker and line
or path tools to identify spots where these key moments took place. You don’t have to use
lines or paths, but remember, your key moments might be mobile or better represented with
a path—for example, a driving path, walking path, or flight path.
Identify each place or path on your map by labeling it and writing a brief description.
4. Facilitators should be certain that the
maps are saved (e.g., by logging into
a Google account) or shared so they
have access to them.
Google My Maps directions:
• Click “Create New Map”
(red circle with plus sign
in the center)
• Title the map
• Save or share the map
The GeoBio activity can be easily adapted for
use with paper maps, markers, and sticky notes.
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IN - PROCESS REFLECTION
Facilitators, Ask in-process reflection questions about each mark or path on the map:
• Describe this moment for me.
• How does it connect to your life or professional pathway?
POST-ACTIVITY REFLECTION
In pairs or small groups, ask participants to show their Google My Map or computer screen
to others. Participants should share at least one place or path and reflect on how it is
connected to their current life or work.
WRAP UP
With the whole group, consider connections between time and place in the histories of
our lives. How do our times and places lead to today and where might they lead in the future?
As a facilitator, look for connections to place-based learning across personal histories.

GeoBio:
Dana Lamparello
GIOBIO
EXAMPLE
Significant Places
Rosenbach Museum and
Library
iSchool at University of Texas
@ Austin
Ryerson and Burnham
Archives @ Art Institute of
Chicago
Burlington

Directions from 401 S 9th St to
Burlington, MI, United States
401 S 9th St
Chicago, IL, United States
Burlington, MI, United States

GeoMap

A Chicago History Museum employee created this GioBio. It traces significant places
and moments in her professional career.

The GeoConvos team explores connections between place and identity to develop
tools for understanding youth learning pathways. Follow along at GeoConvos.org.
Share feedback, questions, and comments at GeoConvos@gmail.com.
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