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Discover how other teams  
are using GeoConvos.
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      Visit GeoConvos.org

SUMMARY
We learn and have meaningful 
experiences while we move from 
place to place. In this activity, 
participants trace the paths they  
took to arrive at your meeting  
on a paper map, marking one 
memorable experience of the trip 
and sharing why it was meaningful. 
Through guided reflection, 
participants consider how place-
based experiences contribute to  
their ongoing learning. PURPOSE 

For participants 
•   Gain understanding that they’re learning, making memories,  

and having important experiences wherever they go throughout  
the day—not just while they’re in class or involved in more  
formal learning experiences

•   Offers opportunities to share their knowledge of place  
with each other and the facilitators 

For facilitators
•   Gain insights into the experiences of program participants  

(e.g., where they live, how they travel to program activities,  
what is meaningful to them)

•   Support community by introducing program participants  
to the lived experiences and insights of others

OBJECTIVES
Participants will:
•   Reflect on their own learning and meaning making during  

everyday movement

•   Consider the ways that learning takes place across our lives  
each day

•   Consider how places connect with their everyday meaning making, 
learning, and movement

•   Better understand the concept of “placemaking,” that places and  
their meanings to us shift and change over time

GeoConvos Activity

Materials
•  Paper or laminated maps  

(one for each small group  
or pair of participants)

•  Markers
•  Sticky notes
•  Audio/video recorders (optional)  

For facilitators who want 
a recording of participants’ 
conversations and reflections

Time for entire activity 
20 to 40 minutes

How Did You Get Here?



How Did You Get Here?

DIRECTIONS
1.   Divide participants into pairs or small groups (we recommend no more than six per group) 

and give each group a map, set of markers, and sticky notes.

2.   Ask each participant to:

•   Use the markers to map your route to today’s get-together.

•   Choose a location along your path that is memorable, interesting,  
or engaging and mark the spot with a marker.

•    On a sticky note, write a brief reflection: Why is it a memorable,  
interesting, or engaging place?

REFLECTION
In small groups, ask participants to share their responses to the following:

•   Explain why the spot you marked along your path is meaningful. What happened or  
has happened here? What is memorable, interesting, or engaging about the spot?

•   Was it easy or difficult to mark your path to today’s meeting location? Why?

•   Were there any surprises as you marked your path? Why or why not?

•    Compare your path to those of the others in your group. What makes it different  
or interesting?

WRAP UP
With the whole group, ask each small 
group to share at least one takeaway  
from their conversation. As a facilitator,  
follow up on connections to the purpose  
of and goals for this activity. For example, 
draw out connections between:

•   Place and memory

•   Learning and movement 

•   Pathways and placemaking or 
meaning making

GeoConvos Activity

The GeoConvos team explores connections between place and identity to develop  
tools for understanding youth learning pathways. Follow along at GeoConvos.org.  
Share feedback, questions, and comments at GeoConvos@gmail.com. Working draft
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Geo Bio: Dan Oliver

Untitled layer

8221 St Phillips Dr

4115 Warwick Blvd

SAIC

Belden Lofts

SUMMARY
Our lives unfold across time and 
space, but we don’t often consider 
the connections between our  
choices and important experiences 
and places of the past and future. 
This activity encourages participants 
to present their life story on a 
map and reflect on the places and 
memories that lead to their present. 
GeoBios can be tailored to various 
topics—career paths, biographical 
stories, neighborhood-related 
experiences, etc.—in order to  
discuss place-based memories  
and consider possible futures.

PURPOSE 
For participants 
•   Connect significant life moments to the places where the moments 

occurred and reflect on those connections
•   Provide an opportunity to tell a life story to themselves and  

others in an interesting and unique way
•   Reflect on life pathways and how those pathways might change  

and lead to different possible futures

For facilitators
•   Gain insight about the lives and histories of program participants
•   Better understand connections between different life pathways and 

participants’ interest and engagement in programming
•   Consider how programming can contribute to the life and learning 

pathways of participants

OBJECTIVES
Participants will:
•   Identify specific locations on a map that connect to significant 

moments in their life, educational, or professional pathways
•   Investigate new technologies and share stories connected  

to personal locations
•   Use mapping technologies, such as Google Maps or Google Earth,  

to tell their stories
•   Reflect on key life moments and examine significant places  

or stops along the way

GeoConvos Activity

Materials
• Computers with Internet access
• Google My Maps (google.com/

mymaps), Google Earth, or another 
mapping website or application  
Note: Please download the 
application ahead of time.

Time for entire activity 
20 to 30 minutes per participant

GeoBio
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GeoBio

DIRECTIONS

1. Ask participants to sit down in front of a computer that is open to Google My Maps or 
another mapping website or application.

2. Facilitators should prepare participants by reading the following:

 Prompt 1
 Close your eyes, and trace a path through your life that starts here in this moment and 

goes back in time through key memories, engaging experiences, or powerful learning 
opportunities that connect to the things you are doing now. As you think about these 
moments, place them in time in space: when and where did they occur? Perhaps there are 
moments from high school, middle school, or elementary school, or moments from your 
childhood with family and friends. Maybe there are moments from early in your career—first 
jobs or conversations with colleagues, supervisors, or friends—or from college or graduate 
school. Maybe there are moments of learning in cultural institutions or at museums. 
Moments you spent alone or with friends, family, colleagues, teachers, or professional 
mentors. Your moments might also be mobile—a drive you took once or several times  
or a path you walked in the woods from time to time. Okay, now open your eyes.

3. Facilitators should guide participants through the GeoBio activity by reading the following:

 Prompt 2
 You just spent time reflecting on key moments in your life—moments that seem connected  

to your current experience. Choose at least four to plot on this map. Use the marker and line 
or path tools to identify spots where these key moments took place. You don’t have to use 
lines or paths, but remember, your key moments might be mobile or better represented with 
a path—for example, a driving path, walking path, or flight path.

 Identify each place or path on your map by labeling it and writing a brief description.

4. Facilitators should be certain that the 
maps are saved (e.g., by logging into 
a Google account) or shared so they 
have access to them.

Google My Maps directions:
• Click “Create New Map”  

(red circle with plus sign  
in the center)

• Title the map

• Save or share the map

GeoConvos Activity Page 2

The GeoBio activity can be easily adapted for 
use with paper maps, markers, and sticky notes.



GeoBio

IN-PROCESS REFLECTION
Facilitators, Ask in-process reflection questions about each mark or path on the map:
• Describe this moment for me.
• How does it connect to your life or professional pathway?

POST-ACTIVITY REFLECTION
In pairs or small groups, ask participants to show their Google My Map or computer screen  
to others. Participants should share at least one place or path and reflect on how it is 
connected to their current life or work.

WRAP UP
With the whole group,  consider connections between time and place in the histories of  
our lives. How do our times and places lead to today and where might they lead in the future?  
As a facilitator, look for connections to place-based learning across personal histories.

GIOBIO EXAMPLE

A Chicago History Museum employee created this GioBio. It traces significant places  
and moments in her professional career.

GeoConvos Activity

The GeoConvos team explores connections between place and identity to develop  
tools for understanding youth learning pathways. Follow along at GeoConvos.org.  
Share feedback, questions, and comments at GeoConvos@gmail.com.

GeoBio: Dana Lamparello

GeoMap

Significant Places

Rosenbach Museum and
Library

iSchool at University of Texas
@ Austin

Ryerson and Burnham
Archives @ Art Institute of
Chicago

Burlington

Directions from 401 S 9th St to
Burlington, MI, United States

401 S 9th St

Chicago, IL, United States

Burlington, MI, United States
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SUMMARY
Our identities are fluid and formed 
as we move through our lives—
influenced by the activities we 
engage in, the things we learn, 
and the places we pass through 
and spend time in. This activity 
asks participants to think about 
their future selves and use maps 
to identify places, identities, and 
practices they might be engaged in, 
in five and ten years.

PURPOSE 
For participants 
•   Encourage personal reflection about participants’ current identities 

and how they might change based on future choices

•   Prompt thinking about how learning today can influence future 
choices, pathways, identities, and learning opportunities

•   Help explore interactions among places and identities

For facilitators
•   Extend understanding of the goals and identities of  

program participants

•   Facilitate the design of individualized, interest-driven programming 
or curricula based on participants’ current identities and future goals

•   Help assess participants’ thinking about connections between 
programming and their future learning opportunities and identities

OBJECTIVES
Participants will:
•   Think about their identities in a place-based way

•   Be encouraged to reflect on their current identities and how they 
might change based on choices spanning space and time

•   Consider the ways identities develop and are shaped by experiences 
“on the move” and “in place”

GeoConvos Activity

Materials
• Paper atlases or maps of the city, 

state, US, and world (one set  
of maps for each small group,  
2 to 6 participants)

• Markers
• Sticky notes 
• Medium-size dot stickers 

(preferably two different colors  
for each participant)

Time for entire activity 
20 to 40 minutes

Imagined Futures



Imagined Futures

DIRECTIONS
•   Spread out the paper maps on large flat surfaces where pairs  

or small groups (2 to 6 participants) can interact with them.

•   Ask each participant to:

1. Write your name and “5 years” at the top of a sticky note.

2. Imagine your life five years from now:
 a.  Where might you be?
 b.  What might you be doing in life, learning, and work?

3. Write your name and “10 years” at the top of a second sticky note.

4. Imagine your life ten years from now:
 a.  Where might you be?
 b.  What might you be doing in life, learning, and work?

5. Using the answers from question 2, place one dot sticker on that location  
of your map and the corresponding sticky note close by.

6. Repeat using the answers from question 4.

REFLECTION
In small groups, ask participants to share their responses to the following:
1. What did you learn about yourself or others by participating in this activity?

2. What factors influenced the future you imagined? 

3. Has participating in this program shaped how you view different locations?  
If so, how? If not, why?

4. Were you surprised by any other participants’ imagined futures? Why or why not?

WRAP UP
With the whole group, ask each small group to share at least one takeaway from  
their conversation. As a facilitator, follow up on connections to the purpose of  
and goals for this activity. For example, draw out connections between:
• Participants’ current identities and future goals and learning possibilities

• Places and identities

• Realizations that identities develop across space and time

GeoConvos Activity

The GeoConvos team explores connections between place and identity to develop  
tools for understanding youth learning pathways. Follow along at GeoConvos.org.  
Share feedback, questions, and comments at GeoConvos@gmail.com.
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SUMMARY
Our memories are often tied to 
particular places. The same is true for 
learning and meaning making, which 
can occur in places that come to hold 
particular emotions or memories. 
In this activity, participants create a 
photosphere (360-degree photo) of 
a meaningful location and answer 
questions about it so others can 
“stand in their shoes” and experience 
the place, too. 

PURPOSE 
For participants 
•   Share a meaningful place in a way that others can see  

and experience it

•   Consider the connections between meaningful moments  
and the places in which the moments occur

•   Share places and experiences at a program site with  
program providers, friends, and family

For facilitators
•  Gain insights into the ways participants experience program sites

•   Enable all program participants to closely examine or experience 
meaningful places at the program site

•   Gain insights into what elements of a program capture the  
attention and interest of participants

OBJECTIVES
Participants will:
•   Reflect on places that are meaningful to them and why those 

places carry meaning
•   Investigate new technologies and methods for producing and 

sharing images 
•   Consider connections between places of meaning and their 

experiences in those places: How do places impact our experiences 
of learning and meaning making?

GeoConvos Activity

Materials
• Cell phones, tablets, or  

other mobile devices with  
data/Wi-Fi enabled  
Note: Data/Wi-Fi must be  
enabled for storage and posting.

• VR viewers (optional)  
Note: VR viewers allow for viewing 
through phone-sized mobile 
devices; tablets are too large.

• Google Street View or similar app 
downloaded to each device

• Data/Wi-Fi access with a strong 
connection to the Internet

Time for entire activity 
Approximately 1 hour

Photosphere

Share your experience with us!
Discover how other teams  
are using GeoConvos.

              @GeoConvos  #GeoConvos
      Visit GeoConvos.org



Photosphere

DIRECTIONS
Before beginning this activity, download a photosphere application (Google Street View or 
similar) on the devices participants will use. 

1. Divide participants into pairs or small groups (up to 4 people).

2. Ask each participant to identify a meaningful place at or around the program site (or other 
chosen location). Set appropriate parameters so that everyone has enough time to travel 
to and photograph their meaningful place.

3. Direct participants to travel to their selected sites and use the photosphere application to 
take a 360-degree picture of the location. 

 •   As they capture their photospheres, ask group members to interview one another in their 
respective spaces while noting or recording each participant’s response.

 •   Try the following questions: 
  •   What happened/happens here that makes this space meaningful to you?
  •   What is your most memorable moment in this space?

  •   What does this place feel like to you? 
  •   Use three words to describe this space. 

4. After all group members have photographed their chosen locations, the group should 
return to the facilitator.

5. As each group returns its device, publish the photospheres to Google Maps, so they can be 
viewed publicly. Photospheres can also be stored privately, so they are only available to 
account holders.

6.  After each participant 
has created, saved, and 
published a photosphere, 
mix up the pairs or groups. 
Ask participants to share 
their photospheres with the 
new group, giving viewers 
a “tour” of the space using 
the VR viewers or mobile 
devices. While presenting 
a photosphere, the creator 
should respond to the 
questions listed above  
(see #3).

GeoConvos Activity Page 2



Photosphere

REFLECTION
In small groups, ask participants:
1.  Describe the experience of creating a photosphere.

2.  What was it like to view others’ photospheres? How did it feel?

3.   Did the experience change your feelings of the places in your or others’ photospheres?  
If so, how? If not, why not?

WRAP UP
With the whole group, ask each group to share at least one takeaway from their conversation. 
As a facilitator, follow up on connections to the purpose of and goals for this activity.  
For example, highlight:
• Connections between participants’ own learning and particular places
• Observations about the way it feels to experience a place in this way
• Increased understanding of others’ experiences

GeoConvos Activity

The GeoConvos team explores connections between place and identity to develop  
tools for understanding youth learning pathways. Follow along at GeoConvos.org.  
Share feedback, questions, and comments at GeoConvos@gmail.com. Working draft

December 2017
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SUMMARY
Every day, we learn “on the move” 
and have experiences and feelings 
that come and go but are hard 
to document or remember. With 
this activity, we can check in on, 
document, and remember everyday 
experiences and gain awareness  
of learning on the move.

PURPOSE 
For participants 
•  Inspire reflection on their changing states of mind over the course  

of a regular day
•  Support participants in realizing that they move through many 

activities and places through the day and that those activities and 
places engage and challenge them in different ways

For facilitators
•   Provide insights into how program participants engage in  

learning during unstructured times
•  Be used to introduce participants to the concept of learning  

on the move
•  Provide insights into the daily lives and outside interests  

of program participants 

OBJECTIVES
Participants will:
•   Reflect on their own feelings, learning, and meaning making during  

a regular day
•   Consider the ways that learning takes place across all of our lives 

each day
•   Consider how place and space connect with their everyday meaning 

making, learning, and movement
•   Consider the ways that learning, feelings, and meaning making are 

forgotten or absorbed into our memories of a whole day

GeoConvos Activity

Materials
• Contact numbers for participants
• Reporting form (created in Google 

Forms or another survey tool)

Time for entire activity 
•  15 to 20 minutes outside  

of program time spread over 
several hours

•  40 minutes of introduction and 
reflection during program time

Text and Response



Text and Response

DIRECTIONS

 Advance preparation
1. Collect participants’ mobile phone numbers.

2. Request their participation in an activity outside of your regular program time.

3. Explain that during this activity, they will receive three text messages from you that will 
prompt them to text back a picture of something currently in their field of vision and 
then briefly describe what is going on in that moment. Emphasize that the purpose of the 
photos is to collect visual data about the participants’ days. The photos should not be 
posed, filtered, or curated. 

4. Outline sensible photo-taking guidelines. For example, participants should only take 
photos if it is safe and appropriate to do so.  

5. Agree on a day and start and end times for the activity. For example, prompting from  
9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. It is a good idea to honor participants’ opinions about this.

6. Familiarize participants with the survey form and the questions on it.

 Texting
1. At some point after the agreed-upon start time, send a message that says something like: 

“It’s time for your first text-and-response! Take a photo of what you’re looking at right now 
and text it back.” 

2. Follow up with a link to your survey form and direct participants to complete the survey  
as soon as possible.

3. Repeat this two more times within the timeframe of the activity. After each text prompt, 
direct participants to the survey. 

GeoConvos Activity Page 2



Text and Response

REFLECTION

 Part 1: Report Out
 Report from those who participated 

•  Briefly check in with participants about the 
experience of receiving and responding to texts.

•  If any participant elected not to participate,  
invite them to ask questions of participants  
about the experience.

• Share the survey results with the group.  
Invite participants to note any commonalities  
or surprises they see in the responses.

 Part 2: A Closer Look
 As a whole group, dig into one person’s day. Ask for a volunteer, someone who participated 

and is willing to discuss their day and share their photos one by one. Before they start their 
share out, ask:
•  How was your day overall?
•  What did you do?
•  How did you feel?

For each image shared, ask:
•  What were you doing in that moment?
•  How were you feeling?
•  Did participating in the activity change how you thought about this moment  

or your day as a whole? 

 In pairs, turn and talk to another participant about how you experienced Text and Response, 
the places you visited, and the activities you engaged in throughout the day. 

WRAP UP
With the whole group, consider how people think about their experiences in the moment 
versus at the end of a day. How does our perception of an experience or a moment change  
with distance and time? As a facilitator, make connections to the ways in which participants  
are thinking and learning throughout their days, in and out of program time.

GeoConvos Activity

The GeoConvos team explores connections between place and identity to develop  
tools for understanding youth learning pathways. Follow along at GeoConvos.org.  
Share feedback, questions, and comments at GeoConvos@gmail.com. Working draft

December 2017
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SUMMARY
With our digital devices, we can 
easily document, edit, store, and 
share photographs and videos. But, 
why do we do this? What compels us 
to capture a moment and preserve 
it as a memory? In this activity, 
participants use their phones, swipe 
five photos back, and explore the 
image or video and the reasons they 
took it.

PURPOSE 
For participants 
•  Consider the ways in which they record and recall their  

daily experiences

•  Reflect on the learning that takes place in the course of  
their day-to-day lives

For facilitators
•   Gain insight into the interests and digital practices of participants

•  Gain insight into participants’ motivations for participating in  
the program and audiences for sharing

OBJECTIVES
Participants will:
•   Reflect on how they digitally capture and curate their experiences 

during a regular day

•   Consider how place and space connect with their everyday  
meaning making, learning, and movement

GeoConvos Activity

Materials
• Participants’ phones

Time for entire activity 
10 to 15 minutes

Five Photos Back



Five Photos Back

DIRECTIONS

1. Break into small groups (2 to 3 participants per group).

2. Ask participants to open the photo gallery app on their phones and scroll five photos back.
 Note: If participants aren’t comfortable sharing this photo with others, they can go ten photos 

back. Emphasize that they aren’t looking for the coolest thing to share. A “boring” photo works 
perfectly well.

3. In small groups, have participants show their fifth photo back and answer the following:

• What is your picture?

• When and where did you take it? 

• Was anyone with you? If yes, who?

• Why did you take the photo?

• How were you feeling when you took it?

REFLECTION
Ask participants to respond to the following:  
How are you thinking or feeling about  
how and why you curate or capture the  
world with your phone?

WRAP UP
With the whole group, discuss the reasons we 
have for documenting our experiences and how 
what we’ve documented can help us reflect on  
what we’re learning and experiencing from 
moment to moment each day.

GeoConvos Activity

The GeoConvos team explores connections between place and identity to develop  
tools for understanding youth learning pathways. Follow along at GeoConvos.org.  
Share feedback, questions, and comments at GeoConvos@gmail.com. Working draft
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